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9th June 2017, Brussels 

ERFA welcomes the European Commission’s Mobility Package as an important opportunity to foster a 

more competitive, cleaner and safer transport system.  

Today the transport sector still accounts for 25% of total EU greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This figure 

is dramatically and constantly growing, driven by the road sector, which accounts for 21% of total GHG 

emissions in Europe1. The Mobility package is an important step forward in creating the right price signals 

and conditions for customers to choose the most sustainable modes of transport. 

ERFA, representing rail new entrants, wants to attract new and more customers to eco-friendly rail. 

However, rail’s ability to grow is held back by both cost and quality issues. 

ERFA therefore welcomes the European Commission’s revision of the Eurovignette Directive as a way of 

addressing the different charging policies for rail and road, which today distort the price signals in favour 

of road:  

 

  

User-pays principle  
 
 

• Trains pay for every single 
kilometer of track, in line with 
the distance-based principle.  
 

• 100% of the European rail 
network is tolled.   

 

• Covers 60% infrastructure costs2 

 
 

• Trucks’ charges are limited and 
fragmented: depending on 
Member States  
 

• 20% of motorways and main 
roads in Europe are tolled.  

 

• Covers 20% of road infrastructure 
costs3 

Taxes on fuels and 

electricity  

  

                                                           

1 Annual European Union greenhouse gas inventory 1990–2015 and inventory report 2017, European Environment Agency 
(2017) 
2 The Cost and Contribution of the Rail Sector, Steer Davies Gleave (2015) 
3 External and infrastructure costs of HGVs in the EU28 in 2013, CE Delft (2015) 
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It is vital that the right price signals are put in place to better reflect the high costs created by harmful 

pollution, a high level of accidents and the congestion caused by the different transport modes. Today 

these high costs are mostly borne by society, the environment and the taxpayer. Heavy good vehicles 

have 3.5 times more negative impact than rail freight trains, but only pay for 30% of their externalities4. 

Including external costs in charging schemes can play a role in incentivizing transport users to adopt 

smarter and greener behaviours.  

Hand in hand with creating a more level playing field between rail and road, ERFA is fully committed to 

addressing the quality and other cost issues that hold back rail’s performance and attractiveness for 

customers. Delivering on the commitments of the rail sector statement and Ministerial Declaration of 

Rotterdam are key to improving the performance of the rail freight corridors; accelerating the removal of 

unjustified and unnecessary national rules for rail companies is also important to reducing rail’s costs; and 

improving the efficiency, consistency and transparency of today’s rail charging scheme will also help 

create the right conditions for a more competitive rail sector. 

The on-going efforts to enhance rail’s performance is part of an effective strategy to decarbonise transport.  
 
ERFA urges Members of the European Parliament and National Governments to take the opportunity of 

the Mobility package to pave the way for a sustainable, fair and efficient European charging system for 

road in order to ensure fair competition between modes of transport and to reach the EU’s ambitious 

climate goals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

4 External and infrastructure costs of HGVs in the EU28 in 2013, CE Delft (2015) 
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Contacts: Julia Lamb Secretary General, +32 4 85 25 99 88, julia.lamb@erfarail.eu  

ERFA - European Rail Freight Association - represents new entrants, i.e. all those operators who want open access and fair 
market conditions, and sustains their role of pushing forward the development of the railway market. The Association is very 
much a spin-off of the First Railway Package, adopted by the EU in 2001, and its vision of creating an open and competitive 
European rail market.  

In 2017, ERFA represents 32 members from 16 countries. The members of ERFA all share a commitment to work towards a 
competitive and innovative single European railway market by promoting attractive, fair and transparent market conditions for 
all railway companies.  

The members of ERFA represent the entire value chain of rail transportation: rail freight operators, wagon keepers, service 
providers, forwarders, passenger operators and national rail freight associations.  

 


